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SERMON, & 


I. Cor. x. 33. 


Even as IT pleaſe all men in all things, not ſeeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be 
ſaved. | 


DESIRE to pleaſe others appears natural to 
'Y mankind, or at leaſt is very general among 
them. It may ariſe in ſome degree Foe the ſelfiſh 
part of our nature, which finds it's own account 
in being agreeable : but ſurely is to be aſcribed not 
a little to the benevolent tendencies and affections. 
It may be a combination of both; for there are 
many caſes, in which according to our celebrated 
Poet, the wiſe and good Creator“ bade ſelf love and 
ſocial be the ſame.” It is moreover a cultivated 
and improved diſpoſition in the virtuous man and 
the Chriſtian. But where men do not really abound 
in it, the appearance is frequently put on with 
politic and ſelf-recommending views, or as an orna- 
ment of diſtinction. This complaiſance or good breed- 
ing hath been called artificial good nature, and fails 
not to pleaſe by it's reſemblance of the true. But an 
unaffected and cordial deſire to pleaſe and profit at 


once, eſpecially to promote the moſt important in- 
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tereſt of our fellow creatures, is ſurely the moſt gene- 
rous and virtuous of all ſocial and friendly difpofi 
tions. Before us it ſtands in our text in the temper 
and character of the apoſtle Paul, a ſanctified, a 
noble, a chriſtian benevolence. 

It will not be improper here 


I. To enquire into the real view and meaning of 


the firſt clauſe of theſe words, Even as I pleaſe all 
men in all things. And then 
II. To conſider the end to which this was di- 
rected. | 
I. To enquire into the true ſenſe and deſign of 
the firſt clauſe of theſe words, even as I pleaſe all 


men in all things. 


This clauſe taken ſeparately and in the groſs, may 
poſſibly have a wrong and dangerous ſenſe put upon 
it. A. paſſage very ſimilar in the foregoing, ix. 22, 
J am made all things to all men, hath been ſometimes 
quoted with ridicule by thoſe who. are not well- 
wiſhers to Chriſtianity, or had too light thoughts 
of it: while perhaps ſome. ignorant Chriſtians, or 
ſuch as ſeek pretences, may extend theſe words too 
far, in excuſe of their own unlawful compliances. 
But I will venture to ſay that the apoſtle Paul, nei- 
ther there, nor in my text means, that it was his 


principle or his practice, to go beyond the line of 


what was juſt and right, to gain the favour of any 


man, either to himſelf or the good cauſe he was 
engaged in: that he does not intend to repreſent 


himſelf as addicted to flattery, ſervility, or inſince- 


rity; as acting a double part or a mean one; as 
having any ſiniſter views of his own, or promoting 
the religion of Jefus, by meaſures unworthy of an 


honeſt man: or in any degree doing evil that good 
might come. . 


3 For, 


pe S 


1 
For, would he then have acknowledged and avowed 
the part he acted, yea have made a merit of it, and 
ſet. himſelf forth for an example ? Yet the latter is 
the very deſign of my text, as connected with the 
foregoing 32d verſe. Can we believe him ſo weak 
and tooliſh a man as to ſay I have little principle of 


my own, no determined rule of behaviour, but am 
one thing to day, another to-morrow, at .the beck 


of every man's opinion, humour, or prejudice, and 


only careful to. faſhion my teaching to my hearers, 
my mariners to my company ?* Would a perſon of 
common ſenſe ever own ſo culpable and baſe a part, 
eſpecially to ſuch a church as the Corinthian, where 
there was ſo ſtrong a party againſt him? 

But that he could not mean this is evident from 
what he ſays expreſsly to the contrary, and to theſe 
very Corinthians, 2. Cor. i. 12. For our rejoicing is 
this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 
of God, we have bad our converſation in the world, 
and more abundantly to your words. And in Ch. ii. 17, 
for we are not as many who corrupt the word of God : 
but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the fight of God, 
ſpeak wwe in Chriſt, Acts xx. 31, he lays to the 
elders of Epheſus, remember that by the ſpace of three 
years, I ceaſed not to warn every one night and day with 
tears, Warnings are not the moſt pleaſant things. 
And where can there in fact be found a plainer 
ſpeaker than the apoſtle Pavr, in urging men to their 
duty, correcting their miſtakes, reproving their 
faults, expoſtulating with them by every argument, 
yea uſing awful threatnings when the caſe required 
it? The two epiftles to the Corinthians alone will 
afford us ample inſtances of theſe things. He would 
not gratify the falſe taſte of his hearers, by preaching 

to 
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to them with wwi/dom of words, whether the philoſo- 
phy and rhetoric of the Grecian ſchools, or any 


Jewiſh Rabbinical learning, when he ſaw it would 
take their faith off from its true foundation, and 
abate their regard to the plain facts, and doctrines of 
the Goſpel : but determined not to know any thing among 
them but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 1. Cor. i. 17. 
2. Cor. i. 6. And as to any unworthy ſenſe which 
might be put upon ſuch an expreſſion as that in my 
text, he utterly renounces it. Gal. i. 10. Do I now 
perſuade (rather obey) men or God? or do I ſeek 10 
pleaſe men? for if I yet pleaſed men I ſhould not be the 
ſervant of Chriſt. | 
The all things therefore in my text in which he 
pleaſed all men, muſt neceſſarily be underſtood of all 
— innocent and lawful. No one could go be- 
yond him in kind comphances, in every conde- 
ſcending and obliging method in order to do good, 
as far as conſcience and duty permitted. Particularly, 
(1) In making the full uſe of his own liberty, and 
in a very cautious behaviour, out of regard both to 
Jews and Gentiles. Where we have not direct aſ- 


ſertions concerning himſelf, the rules he gives to 


others may ſerve to teach us how he ſquared his own 
conduct. In the foregoing 14th verſe he ſays, dearly 
beloved flee from idolatry, and the ſum of his advices 
amounts to what follows; but the more judicious 
chriſtian who knew that an idol was nothing, and 
that meat offered or devoted to an idol was neither 
better nor worſe on that account, might therefore 
partake of it, without ſcrupulous enquiry, as a com- 


mon meal——but that he ſhould not fit at meat in 


the idol's temple, where he might be underſtood, 
both by Heathens and Jews, as joining in the im- 
pure ſacrifice and worſhip—— nor ſhould he any 


where 
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where elſe eat of meat, even brought out of the 
market, if a weak brother ſhould inform him that it 
had previouſly been devoted left this moſt ſcru- 
pulous perſon ſhould be diſguſted at him, or at 
chriſtianity itſelf, or ſhould be encouraged and drawn 
in by his example to do the like, when he could not 
fully juſtify it to his own conſcience. Inſtead of 
ridiculing or deſpiſing ſuch an one's doubts and fears, 
our good apoſtle would forbear the (in itſelf) inno- 
cent indulgence of the table. f meat make my brother 
zo offend, I will eat no meat (in that circumſtance) 
while the world ftandeth, left I make my brother to offend. 
1. Cor. viii. 13. What tenderneſs ſhould this teach 
us to tender conſciences 

The apoſtle moreover well knew, that all religious 
obligation of the ceremonial law, over the Jews 
themſelves, had then ceaſed nevertheleſs it does 
not appear, that this was carried ſo far, as to make 
the obſervance of former rituals unlawful to ſuch 
believers among them, as could not get rid of their 
old attachments, and whoſe conſciences would have 
been pained, at going into a practice ſo contrary to 
all their former habits both of thinking and of liv- 
ing. There were many thouſands (myriads or ten thou- 
ſands) of the Jews who believed, who were all zealous 
for the law. Acts xxi. 20. Theſe two therefore were 
reconcileable and confiſtent in a Jew, who could 
not ſee the whole of his chriſtian liberty. So our 
apoſtle expreſsly declares, 1. Cor. vii. 18, 1s any 
man called being circumciſed ? let him not become uncir- 
cumciſed, or renounce his Judaiſm. Was'then ſome 
occaſional. ceremonial compliance unlawful in the 
apoſtle Paul, himſelf a Jew : and did he not act an 
honeſt and commendable part in it, when it ſerved 
to no leſs an end than to prevent ſuch prejudices in 


his. 
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his countrymen againſt him or others, as would 
have entirely deſtroyed their uſefulneſs among them, 
or to take off unjuſt charges that had been brought 
againſt himſelf ? Therefore he cauſed Timothy to 
be circumciſed becauſe born of a Jewiſh — 
and condeſcended, at the remonſtrances of James 
and the Elders at Jeruſalem, to purify himſelf in 
the Jewiſh manner, to take off the odium of a falſe 
report, that he taught all the Fews which were among 
the Gentiles to forſake Moſes, ſaying that they ought not 
to circumciſe their children, neither to walk after » the 
ciiftems. Acts xxi. 21. Wherein Paul teaches that 
theſe things were lawful to a Jew.: and what he per- 
mitted to others might he not innocently do himſelf, 
and even laudably for the profit of others; tho? it 
he had been the only perſon concerned he would 
much rather have let it alone ? 


In like manner he did not permit the Gentile 


Chriſtians to inſult the Jewiſh, for their deep and 
rivetted diſtinction of meats and days. Rom. xiv. 
And under this conſideration, how juſtly might he 
lay as in this, 1. Cor. ix. 20, 22. to the Fews I be- 
came as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews to the 
weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: 
1 em made all things jo all men, that I might ſave ſome: 
But on the other fide to thoſe who are without the law, 
be was as without the law. i. e. to the gentile Chriſ- 
tians. For he was a zealous aſſerter of their freedom 
from the Moſaical inſtitutions. To have taught or 
allowed them. there, would have been to ſubject 
them to an heavy burden, and moſt probably forever 
ta incorporate Judaiſm and Chriſtianity together, to 
the great debaſement of the latter. This appears to 
be the great and neceſſary diſtinction to be obſerved 


in this matter, and among the Gentiles, PAul. would 
no 
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no doubt uſe all the liberty which he had taught 
them. The only reſtraint laid upon them was, not 
to give any unneceſſary offence to the Jews, by too 
bold and careleſs a uſe of things lawful, among 
them, nor to ſhew any thing of a contemptuous 
behaviour towards them. And this is the fum, give 
none offence, neither io the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the Church of God: Even as I pleaſe all men in 
all things. But in this conduct he did not act with- 
out principle or rule, but ander law to Chriſt. Ch. 
m. t, 

(2) In his mild, gentle and humble behaviour. 
How great the dignity of the apoſtolic office! We 
may ſee what a figure the pretended ſucceſſor to 
Peter hath made with it. And there were thoſe 
among theſe Corinthians, who could bare inſult ; 
2d epiſtle, Ch. xi. 20, where probably refering to 
the Falſe apoſtle, the ſeducer among them, he lays, 
for ye ſuffer or endure it if à man bring you into 
bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of 
you, if a man exalt himſelf, if a man ſmite you on 
the face. But of himſelf, 1 Col. ii. 3. and I was with 
you in weakneſs, and in fear, and in much trembling, words 
which denote a ſolicitous care not to give them any 
offence, but to act the moſt humble part for their 
welfare. And concerning the party which there was 
in this Church againſt him, it cannot in common 
ſenſe be ſuppoſed, that he would venture to aſſert 
any thing to them in his own vindication, 'which 
would not ſtand the teſt of their own knowledge 
concerning him. 

It would have been well for the chriſtian church 
in later ages, if there had been no occaſion to ſuſpect 
men of being puffed up with the idea of clerical 
power and dignity of office, Tho' this may ſome- 


times 


En 


times meet with a tame deference from ignorant and 
fervile minds, it will hardly fail to give diſguſt to 
the more liberal, and to provoke the more iraſcible. 
But Pavr's general character and manners may be 
learned from many paſſages, Acts xx. 18. ſerving 
the Lord with all humility and many tears. And to the 
Theſſalonians, we were gentle among you, even as" a 
nurſe cheriſheth her children. 1. Theſſ. ii. 7. And if 
this be not ſeeking to pleaſe all men, and a noble 
and powerful way of doing it, I know not what is. 
(3) In his general prudential methods of diſcourſe 
and action, and ſuiting himſelf to times, perſons, 
and circumſtances. Much of this Kind may be ſeen 
in his different manner of addreſs and argument to 
Jews and Gentiles: in his applying himſelf generally 
firſt to the former, whoſe prejudices required this 
diſtinction, and who might be ſuppoſed from the 
Old Teſtament, and their expectations of a Meſſiah, 
to be naturally beſt prepared to receive him. And 
tho* Paul had no dependance upon the other apoſ- 
tles. yet we find that when he came up to Jeruſalem 
among them, he very reſpectfully and prudently 
communicated his goſpel (or that particular doctrine 


of freedom from the law which he preached among 


the Gentiles) privately to them who were of reputation, 
to wit, to PETER, JAMES, and Johx, left by any 
means, ſays he, I ſhould run in vain. Gal. ii. 2. 9. 
As inſtances of the ſame prudent concern for the 
ſucceſs of his miniſtry, we might obſerve, his re- 
ſpectful, but different manners of addreſs, to Agrippa 


and Feſtus, Acts xxvi. 2. 25. and his very genteel 


and condeſcending epiſtle to PHILEMONM. —How little 
he ſtudied his own profit, may be farther ſeen in his 
generous giving up that maintenance from the 
churches, to which he had a right, to diſpoſe their 


minds 
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minds the better to his miniſtry. Ye have not uſed 
this power, but ſuffer all things leſt we ſhould hinder the 
goſpel of Chriſt. 1. Cor. ix. 12. Yet ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they who preach the goſpel ſhould live of 
the goſpel, but I have uſed none of theſe things, verle the 
15th. He thought himſelf happy that he had a 
trade which enabled him to ſupport himſelf by his 
own hands. To which might be added, 

(4) His various labours and ſufferings, of which 
the catalogue would be long. Theſe may not in- 
deed ſeem ſo directly calculated to pleaſe as to profit. 
But ſurely they were powerful addreſſes and motives, 
to the eſteem, the ſympathy, and the gratitude of 
thoſe for whom he laboured and ſuffered. Theſe 
he connects with the former, and all may be placed 
in a great meaſure to the account of the objects of 
his miniſtry. 2. Cor. vi. 3. Giving none offence in any 
thing, that the miniſtry be not blamed. But in all things 
approving ourſelves as the miniſters of God, in much 
patience, in affliftions, in neceſſities, in difreſſes. 'And 
in 2. Tim. 11. 10. therefore I endure all things, for 1he 
elect's ſakes, that they may alſo obtain the ſalvation which 
is in Chriſt Feſus. Which brings me to our ſecond 
head of enquiry, viz. 

II. Wherefore the apoſtle acted this very ſelf- 
denying and compliant part. Not ſeeking mine own 
Profit, but the profit of many that they may be ſaved, 
Here two things offer themſelves to our notice; 

(1) An intimation of, or reference to, a certain 
method for men's ſalvation.: 

(2) The profit or value of the ſalvation itſelf, 
which made the apoſtle ſo deſirous of ſaving others. 

(1) An intimation of, or reference to, .a certain 
method for men's ſalvation. The apoſtle's pleaſing 
others was in order to gain en, as it is expreſſed, 
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ch. ix. 19. To gain them to what, but to the religion 
of Jeſus; his aim was to make them true Chriſtians, 
upon that general plan which comprehended alike 
both Jews and Gentiles. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither 
circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a 
new creature, or the new creation taking place in the 
heart and practice. Gal. vi. 13. That divine con- 
ſtitution of things by which we are created in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good works. Eph. ii. 10. That purſuant 
to the goſpel plan, and in conſequence of thoſe new 
and extraordinary aids which God had given for the 
reformation and recovery of à ſinful world, and 
forming a more peculiar and holy people to himſelf, 
they to whom this apoſtle preached, ſhould come 
heartily and entirely into the obedience of faith, 
and a conformity both to the doctrines and laws of 
the Meſſiah's kingdom. That if Jews before, they 
ſhould no longer truſt in the privilege of their birth, 
in circumciſion, or any legal or ceremonial obſery- 
ances; but that ſenſible of that demerit and guilti- 
neſs which was in ſome degree common to them as 


* . D o 
men, but in an high degree their general character, 


they ſhould thankfully accept of the newly offered 
grace and forgiveneſs of God to the believers in his 
Son, and put themſelves upon that righteoufneſs and 
juſtification, with true repentance and fruits meet 
for repentance, Had they before been a part of the 
heathen world henceforth they were not to' walk as 
other Gentiles walked, in the vanity of their minds, ali- 
enated from the life of God, and giving themſelves up to 
laſciviouſucſs, or vice of any kind; but putting off thrs 
old man of their former converſation, they ſhould put on 


| * that new man which after God is created in righteouſneſs 


and true holineſs, or holineſs of truth, Eph. iv. 17.25. 
The apoſtle wanted to make good men of them, 
| | chriſtians 
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chriſtians indeed, ſuch perſons as are capable of en- 
Joying future bleſſedneſs, and by the grace of God 
given in the goſpel intitled to it. But the words 
plainly imply the neceſſity of ſuch qualifications in 
them; that with all his good will and generolity he 
could not otherwiſe give them any hope of ſalvation ; 
that with all his indulgence and yeilding he could 
grant them no diſpenſation on this head; that with 
his warmeſt wiſhes, and moſt aſſiduous endeavours 
for their benefit, he. could no other way effectually 
promote it; and therefore all his views, his affec- 
tions, his labours tended immediately to this one 
point, their being made the ſincere diſciples and ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, Oh, there is no ſaving thoſe who 
will not themſelves be ſaved! You cannot go to 
heaven without your own conſent, your own com- 
pliance and determination. He wanted to gain upon 
their wills, he perſuaded men, he beſought them to be 
reconciled to God; he preached Chriſt warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that be 
might preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus. Col. i. 28. 
He recommended every kind of real virtue and 
goodneſs to them, with the like holy earneſtneſs and 
_ affection, as Peter exhorts the brethren to give dili- 
gence to make their calling and election ſure, by adding to 
their faith, fortitude, knowledge, temperance, patience, 
godlineſs, - brotherly kindneſs and charity; fer if, ſays 
he, ye do _ things ye ſhall never fall: for ſo. an en- 
trance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly, into the 
everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
2, Pet. i. 5. 12. Had it been enough for theſe Co- 
rinthians to have believed in Jeſus, and made the 
chriſtian profeſſion ; had mere acts of truſt and reli- 
ance on Chriſt, without the fruits of repentance and 
righteouſneſs, and leaving them as ſinful as ever, 
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been ſufficient ; had it been enough for them to have 
joined with the aſſemblies of chriſtians, and attended 
upon the inſtitutions of the goſpel; had it been 


enough for them to have borne a motely character 
betwixt good and evil, and with favorite and pre- 


vailing ſins the thing had been ſoon done, and 
their ſalvation eaſily ſecured it were then ſcarcely 
to be accounted for, that this apoſtle ſhould labour 
in every perſuaſive and winning way to influence 
their minds and conduct aright, and give up fo much 
of his own eaſe and pleaſure for their good. But all 
his ſpirit and behaviour plainly point out his ſenſe 
of the neceſſity of the means, as well as of the great- 
neſs of the end. 

It is the obſervation of a modern writer of emi- 


nence, * that it ſeems to be the uniform intention of 


Divine Providence, to lead mankind to happineſs 


in a progreſſive, which is the ſureſt tho? the ſloweſt 
method that mankind ſhould be as far as poſ- 
fible ſelf-taught, that we ſhould attain to every thing 
excellent and uſeful as the reſult of our own expe - 
rience and obſervation, and our hearts be inſtructed 
by their own feelings.” In the productions of na- 
ture, nothing comes to maturity or perfection at 
once. Men muſt be qualified for employments in 
life by inſtruction and uſe, And ſhould not the art 
of happineſs be learned before we can practice in it ? 
A ſoul, with an entire new conſciouſneſs, would be 
a new perſon, and heaven is not intended for a ſtate 
of reformation, but of improvement. The founda- 
tion for future happineſs therefore muſt be laid in a 
good and uo diſcipline in this life, Can any hope 
to riſe to perfection immediately from the loweſt ſtate 


of ignorance and fin? That perfection indeed here. 
after is only comparatively ſuch, perfect N 
| wit 
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with the preſent ſtate, but will itſelf be for ever ad. 
vancing. - But muſt not they be utterly unqualified, 
even to ſet out upon it, who have ſunk and perverted 
all their rational and moral powers, and are probably 
even leſs prepared and fitted for a ſpiritual life than 
if they never before had lived at all ? For mere chil- 
dren are ſooner taught good, and more naturally 
come into it as their faculties open, than bad men 
are untaught the evil they had before learned and con- 
tracted. There is a certain meetneſs for ſalvation 
requiſite, as @ man hath ſewed ſo muſt he reap. Chril- 
tianity itſelf, the word of ſalvation, doth not ſave 
as a charm or an arbitrary and undiſtinguiſhing gift 
of happineſs, or of a title to it, but requires ac- 
ceptance and obedience, faith, patience and holineſs 
that we may inherit the promiſes. Every true lover of 
ſouls therefore, like this apoſtle, muſt be highly con- 
cerned that Chrift ſhould be formed in them, both by 
their belief of his doctrine and - obedience to his 
commands. His labour was to make them wiſe and 
holy to ſalvation, And this may juſtly be looked 
upon as the moſt important thing in the world. 
There 1s a certain road that looks and leads upward ; 
a path to the ſkies, To ſet their feet in it with their 
faces thitherward, by means of all the diſcoveries 
and aids of the chriſtian religion, was this holy 
preacher's great immediate object, and in carrying 
this point, * ſpeaks of himſelf as gaining and ſaving 
men. 1. Cor. ix. 19 and 22. i | 

Therefore I proceed, 

2dly. To touch upon the end itſelf, the ultimate 
end, the profit of many that they may be ſaved. The 
words, they may be ſaved, are here, no doubt, to be 
underſtood in the higheſt ſenſe. The ſame as James 
expreſſes, 1% ſave your ſouls, Ch. i. 2 1. and "wu 

calls 


AS ] 


C..30 3 


calls the ſalvation which is by Chriſt Feſus, with eternal 
| lory. 2. Tim. ii. 10. This was the great, ultimate 
object which Paul had in his eye for other men as 
well as himſelf. We have reaſon to believe that the 
high opinion he had' formed of this end of his mi- 
niſtry, was no more than juſt, Paul was no viſion- 
ary, as may molt evidently be ſeen in his writings 
and conduct; but his head and judgment were as 
clear, as his heart was warm. An enthuſiaſt neither 
could have reaſoned ſo well, nor would probably 
have humbled himſelf ſo much, pride being more 
generally an ingredient in that character, nor would 
have exerciſed that extremely prudential, as well as 
kind and benevolent manner and carriage which he 
did. Yet if any man, he had enough to exalt him 
above meaſure; for he had been favoured with a 
glimpſe of the heavenly glories; had been caught 
up into Paradiſe; had heard the unſpeakable words. 
But what then? Doth this lead him to a contempt 
of others as far beneath him in divine favours, or 
doth he not come down, as it were, from theſe upper 
regions with a ſoul all fire to make them known, as 
far as they might or could be made known, and in a 
temper to catch every one by the hand and lead and 
draw them thither ? His labours and ſufferings proved 
his ſincerity, and that it was ſcarce poſſible he could 
pretend ſuch things from worldly motives, or mean 
any private, carnal intereſt, from an affected concern 
for the welfare of others. No: We believe, ſaith 
he, and therefore ſpeak: knowing that he which raiſed 
up the Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe us up alſo by Jeſus, and 
' ſhall preſent us with you. 2. Cor, iv. 13. 

Nov, though the apoſtle doth not need our juſti- 
fication upon this head, yet it may not be uſeleſs to 
touch upon a few particulars, which may * our 

enti- 
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ſentiments into the ſame train with his, and help to 
ſhew for what reaſons he valued the ſalvation of ſouls 
fo much. : | 
(1) May it not be juſtly concluded, that intel- 
lectual and moral perfection was the grand and ulti- 
mate deſign of the Deity in the creation? In other 


words, that to produce and communicate that hap- 


pineſs, which flows from knowledge and holinels, 
was the end for which all things were by their Al- 
mighty Author brought into being. Can we ima- 
gine that the inanimate and inſenſi ble parts of the 
univerſe were niade for their own ſakes : that the 
ground was laid, the waters were to run, and all the 
vegetable world to grow for any manner of uſe to 
themſelves ? Proceed a ſtep higher to the animal 
creation; which is ſupported by the former and en- 
joys them. Here, while we ſee ſome evidently or- 
dained to be the food of others, yet do we not find 
them in general ſubjected to the dominion and uſe 
of man, and ſome Gacks, which ſeem to approach 
the neareſt to rationality, more peculiarly ſerviceable 
to him? For whoſe ſake principally doth the ſheep 
wear her wool; hath the horſe his ſtrength or ſpeed ; 
or is the ox fo fit for labour and tillage while living 
and for food when dead ? If all theſe creatures re- 
ceive ſome benefit from their exiſtence, yet were that 
enjoyment of their own the only or chief thing in- 
tended by it, why are they ſo evidently fitted for a 
further end, and their happineſs and their very ex- 
iſtence ſo dependent on the will of another order of 
creatures | 

If we come up to man, are not the powers of his 
mind evidently his chief diſtinction and glory, which 
give him all his preheminence over the brutal world ? 
And doth he not. find fron long and conſtant expe- 
rience 
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rience, that the ſtate of his mind hath a moſt eſſential 
influence upon all his enjoyment and happineſs ? It 
needs no long or laboured proof that knowledge, that 
ſelf- complacency and ſatisfaction, that ſocial and 
benevolent affections, . that the ſenſe and exerciſe of 
piety and virtue, that good proſpects for the future, 
that the whole courſe of intellectual and moral em- 
provements, that our ability to reflect on what we 
ſee, to make new diſcoveries in nature or in religious 
truth, and to riſe from things viſible to inviſible, and 
to repoſe on God himſelf, are of far higher eſtimation 
in the ſcale of happineſs, than what we have in 
common with the meaneſt reptile, or all that 1s com- 


prehended within the narrow ſphere either of ſenſe 


or of mortality. In brief, ſouls are the nobleſt 
works of God; thinking beings at the head of this 
lower world with a capacity of enjoying pleaſures ſo 
much better, as their natures themſelves are better. 
If we aſcend above ourſelves even to the angelic 
and celeſtial ſtate, ſo far as we can conceive, the dif- 
ference appears to be rather gradual than ſpecific, 
more in degree than kind. They are ſpirits, they 
are minds wile, holy and happy; and happy becauſe 
they are wiſe and holy. They, no doubt, have di- 
vine wonders to contemplate, and divine ſervices in 
which they are employed. The higheſt orders of 
theſe, or of beings of ſome like nature to theſe, mult, 
ſo far as we can conceive, be at the very ſummit of 
the creation. Man may attain a ſhare of their bleſſed- 


neſs, is formed to come up after them ; and though, 


at preſent, at the loweſt ſtep of the ladder, is far from 
being inconſiderable. To ſupport and ſerve him in 
the purſuit of theſe ends, all the world he inhabits and 
rules was moſt probably brought into being. How 
great and excellent muſt that object be, which 2 

other 


1 
other things were created for! As well the world 
might be deſtroyed or had never exiſted, as that ſouls 
ſhould be univerſally loſt. Their ſalvation is the 
moſt valuable and important thing in the world. 

The ſanctifying men by the aoipel of truth might 
well, on account of it's importance, be called the 
New Creation, making men over again, raiſing them 
to the true life, the end of the other, reſtoring them 
to themſelves, and the moſt valuable uſes and ends 
of their being. Where this then takes effect, how 
great the benefit! Where it fails, how great the loſs ! 
Were there but one bad man in the world, and he 
univerſally known, all the reſt would lament over 
him as the moſt miſerable being in it. And I repeat 
it, that the world itſelf would be little worth ſup- 
porting (unleſs for reference to fome further ſyſtems 
and ends) were mankind univerſally to periſh by ſin, 
or to live altogether and always in it. Kt: 

2dly. The conſideration of the happineſs itſelf in- 
cluded in the idea of ſalvation, might juſtly warm 
this apoſtle's mind to great earneſtneſs that many 
might be ſaved. If we drop the view of the ſad 
reverſe, which the ſcriptures ſet out in amazingly 
awful and terrifying terms, and behold this ſalvation 
only in the actual and poſſitive light, it is a moſt 
oreat and glorious object. With what force doth 
our author ſpeak of it and his own expectation of 
enjoying it, as an exceeding and eternal weight of glory ! 
Preſſing forward that by any means he might altazn to the 
reſurrection of the dead. The ſcripture views given 
of the heavenly bleſſedneſs to conſiderate and ferious 
minds, are really enchanting. To ſee and know 
God, to be like him in purity and perfection, to be 


companions of Angels and of Jeſus Chriſt, to aſcent . 


far beyond their former ſelves, and not only above 
C every 
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every trouble and ſuffering of life, but above all 
which men call great and happy in it, to have eter- 
nity ever before them, an eternity always full and 
new as if but beginning, and which can never leſſen 
or decay, to join the innumerable company of bleſſed 
perfect ſpirits, and all our moſt valuable former rela- 
tives and friends, to bear the image of our Saviour 
in celeſtial glorified bodies, and for every ſubject of 
his kingdom to wear a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away ſurely this is to be wiſhed for, this is 
great! and every ſoul enlarged with the trueſt bene- 
volence mult think, that to lead others to this is the 
| greateſt good he can ever do them. It is to raiſe 
'* mortals to immortality, and a creature of the earth 
into a ſon of God! 

a 3dly. For fouls Chriſt died. Paul, was much 
touched with this thought: He could not but love and 
+: value ſouls which his Maſter had loved ſo much. 
It is not only an argument for the gratitude and holy 
|; rejoicing of the ſincere believer, but to men in ge- 
neral to pals the time of their ſojourning in ſolicitude 
[ and fear, that they were redeemed by the precious blood 


of Chriſt. 1. Pet. i. 17. and an argument of truly 
benevolent perſons to have the ſpiritual intereſt of 
others in high eſtimation. All our Saviour's lite, 
his conſtant diſcourſes and inſtructions had this point 
.' principally in view. Theſe things I ſay that ye may 
Be ſaved. John v. 34. All his deeds of charity and 
Ekindneſs were meant to contribute to this {till greater 
mercy: and all his humiliation and ſufferings bore 
witneſs, how much it was his errand and deſire that 
men might not periſh, but have eternal life, So great 
and divine a character came among us, doing and 
voluntarily enduring ſuch amazing things for an end 
which can be thought lightly of ; how 1s it poſlible ? 
= . One 
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- One would think that men who make little of this 
object, can never have read the New Teſtament. 
It were pity a ſtately building ſhould by ſome ſhock 
or accident fall into ruins, when brought with much 
labour and colt very near to perfection. It were a ſad 
ſight to ſee the precious fruits of the ground, on 
which we depend ſo much, and which had painful 
and expenſive huſbandry beſtowed upon them, all 
laid waſte and deſtroyed, after they had appeared 
fair and promiſing tor maturity and abundance. It 
is ever a lamented event, that fine and hopeful youth, 
after much careful and judicious education to fit 
them for life, ſhould be taken out of it when Juſt | 
ripe and ſetting out for action and uſefulneſs. But 
that the labours of the Son of God ſhould: be in 
vain, that thoſe ſeeds of bleſſedneſs which he hath 
ſown ſhould be loſt; no fruit, nor reward of the tra- 
vail of his ſoul in many perſons, may cauſe a ſenſible 
indignation and grief in the ſpectators of ſuch an 
abuſe and loſs, and awaken our earneſt endeavours 
if poſſible to prevent it. If all could not or would 
not, yet was it the apoſtle's ſolicitous attempt that 
many might be ſaved. Even heaven appears with 
added charms, if ſeen in the life and death of Chriſt. } 
The goſpel hiſtory, though told with much ſimpli- 
city, contains a ſeries of wonders, and © great is be 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


myſtery of godline/s.” 
I would now conclude this ſubject with a few | 
thoughts by way of 3 
APPLICATION. | 
| Firſt remark, how neceſſary it is to ſtudy the 
ſcriptures carefully, or to be open at leaſt to any 
more exact and critical enquiry into them made by 

; others, 
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others, as the means to take off doubts and objec- 
tions. An ill ſenſe may at firſt glance be put upon 
ſome paſſages, and unbelievers have frequently 
ſhewn a diſpoſition to take ſuch an advantage, but 
upon a farther ſearch. the difficulty and abſurdity 
will be found to lie in the objector's ignorance or 


| miſtake, or in ſame faulty reading or miſtranſlation, 


and not in the ſacred text itſelf. Many things of 
this kind have already been diſcovered, which gives 


. reaſon to hope that others may; if any real or con- 


ſiderable difficulties do yet remain.—As to the mat- 


ter before us, Paul has been miſrepreſented, cen- 


ſured, ridiculed as a time-ſerving, obſequious, and 
even diſhoneſt man, for what was altogether an up- 
right, and at the ſame time a moſt amiable and be- 
neyolent condeſcenſion. 

2dly, How fit an inſtrument did God chooſe in 
the apoſtle Pau. No doubt there was that teen in 


his original frame, which rendered him peculiarly 
fit to be ſeparated for the apoſtolic commiſſion ; and 


there was certainly that in his life preceding his mi- 
niſtry, which made him an exceedingly proper per- 


ſon to be ſo employed. His zeal for Judaiſin was hap- 
pily changed into equal or ſuperior ardour for a nobler 
cauſe: his former honeſty of intention might prepare 


ſamewhart for his better direction and employment af 


it: not improbably his foregoing miſtakes and vio- 


lence might have a ſhare, and may come into con- 


ſideratian, in forming him to that exceeding humi- 


lity, tenderneſs to the conſciences of others, and 
candour to their miſtakes, as well as to that vaſt 
diligence and moſt fervent earneſtneſs to do good, 
which are ſo conſpicuous and emirtfent in his writings 
and in his behaviour. His being a Roman Citizen 


he 


('.ag ) 


he and the goſpel were made known in the palace of 
the empire. Princes are often judged of by their 
choice of perſons to ſerve in eminent ſtations under 


them. And is not this a proof and inſtance of the 


wiſdom of the divine ceconomy and conduct of 
things, in propogating the chriſtian. religion? 


2dly. Should not this ſubje& and example recom- 


mend all uſeful condeſcenſion, charity and gentle- 
neſs on our part? We may be called into ſcenes 
which afford occaſion for them. There may be cir- 
cumſtances and affairs in which it will do good to 
yield and to oblige : and in common, a moderate, 
unaſſuming and gentle behaviour is moſt pleaſing to 
others, and moſt ornamental both to religion and to 
ourſelves. Moſt differences come from pride and 
| ſtiffneſs, and have more or leſs of them. But be 
that ſhall humble himſelf as a little child, or even as 4 
ſervant, ſhall be great in the kingdom of heaven. If this 


ſpirit of holy Paul were to enter deep into us, how 


much better and happier in many reſpects would our 


conduct be. This mind prevailing will greatly con- 


tribute to a moſt deſirable peace and harmony in our 
ſeveral ſocieties. Farther, abroad it will preſerve 
us from deſpiſing and cenſuring one another. We 
ſhall. reſpect each other's integrity and piety amidft 
our. different ſentiments and forms . religious contro- 
verſies will be amicable enquiries after truth, and 
moderation will be held a virtue. 


4thly. This ſubject and occaſion lead me as far as 


time will permit to offer ſomething 1n relation to the 
chriſtian miniſtry. We may upon the views before 
us in our meaſure, my brethren, magnify our office, 
as the beſt and molt uſeful of all employments : and 
our own hearts ſhould be in it. Upon the ſame 


views we ſhall ſeek the good of our people more than 
iatereſt 


Y 


=. 


Intereſt or authority, and uſefulneſs beyond popu- 
larity and applauſe. I doubt not many of us are 
Pained at heart, under a ſenſe of the little good we 
do; but ſtill I hope we do ſome: and things would 


be much worſe without us. Let us not be. diſcou- 


raged—You know enough to animate—Let us take 
all the honeſt, prudential, and condeſcending me- 
thods we can to gain.and ſecure the good will of our 

ple; and for this end eſpecially that we may be 
profitable to them. Our zeal may be revived and 
doubled by our conſidering the greatneſs of the cauſe. 
And may we not hope for the good will of our con- 
gregations in theſe ſervices? Surely, my chriſtian 
triends, the miniſtry as deſigned to ſerve you in your 
very beſt intere!ts, hath no ordinary claims to your 
eſteem and affection. As diſſenting miniſters what 
have we but this, we mean as to preſent views, to 
encourage and ſupport us? And give me leave to 
ſay, that we ſee with patience the high dignities and 
large revenues, held out from another quarter, paſs 
by us at the price for which they are offered. In our 
way we put ourſelves out of the poſſibility of aſpir- 
ing to them : and yet ſeveral among that no great 
number who have left us have found ſome of the 
beſt of them attainable ; while many no leſs eminent 
for literature and accompliſhments have choſen to 
remain where they were, notwithſtanding conſiderable 


| prefer ments were offered them.“ 


Conſcience, my friends, I am verily perſuaded is 
our general motive, and we have a high ſenſe of the 
cauſe in which we are engaged. If we would have 
the jaſtitutions of CarisT pure according to our own 
| judgments; 
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* As Mr. Baxter and Dr. Bates; and in our time, the Doctors Dod - 
Bridge, Chandler, and Fleming. 
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judgments; if we would that ourſelves or others/in 

the miniſtry ſhould avoid ſolemn profeſſions of what we- 
or they cannot think or mean: if we would maintain the 
real and ſole authority of CHRIST himſelf in his church; 
if we would have our own and your natural and una- 

lienable rights of judgment and of conſcience, and 
exerciſe a BiBLe religion and worſhip——all, in our 
views of things, require ſuch miniſters and ſuch ſo- 
cieties as the non-conformiſts. And with theſe it is 
very well known and allowed by ſome * not greatly 
our friends, that the civil liberties of this nation 
have been cloſely connected, and by them princi- 
pally ſupported. So that we do really look upon 
the diſſenting intereſt, with whatever may be equiva- 


lent to it, or of the like kind in other countries, as 


the moſt valuable cauſe in the world. Judge as cha- 
ritably of others as you can: leave them entirely to 


their judgment: that is our principle : there have. 
been and are very good men in all communions who 


lee things in different _ ; but I would hope that 


——_— — 


* « The ſame bold and daring ſpirit which accompanied them, i. e. 
«© the Puritans, in their addreſſes to the divinity, appeared in their po- 


, litical ſpeculations ; and the 828 of civil liberty, which, duriog 
« ſome reigns, had been very little avowed in the nation, and which 


were totally incompatible with the preſent exorbitant prerogative, had 
been ſtrongly adopted by this new Set. Scarce any ſovereign before 


© Elizabeth, and none after her, carried higher, both in ſpeculation and 


„ practice, the authority of the crown; and the Puritans (fo theſe ſecta- 
* ries were called, on account of their pretending to a greater purity of 


“ worſhip and diſcipline) could not recommend themſelves worſe to her 


« favour, than by preaching up the dottrine of reſiſting or reſtraining , 
4* Princes.——S0 abſolute was the authority of the crown, that the pre- 


«*cious ſpark of liberty had been kindled, and was preſerved by the Puri- 
« tans alone; and it was to this ſe, whoſe principles appear ſo frivo- 


“ Jous and habits ſo ridiculous, that the Enghſh owe the whole freedom 


«- of their conſlitution.“ | 


Hume's Hiſtory of England, v. 5, p. 161, 189, 8vo. 


or Reign of Q. Elizabeth, ch. xi. 


you behold them in theſe. Will 
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(5.267) 
Will you not then be ſtedfaſt to your principles: 


will you not be hearty in encouraging, promoting 
and ſupporting them? Is it a matter of indifference 


what profeſſion you make? Is nothing more eaſily 


parted with than conſcience, truth and principle, for 
intereſt, honour, faſhion or humour ? Rather glory 
to be on the right ſide, though on the ſmalleſt; and 
to follow Chritt if you do it almoſt alone. 

And will you not 4:4 us God ſpeed, and contribute 
to keep up our hearts in the work ? We frequently 
labour under many and great diſcouragements. Give 
atrendance on our labours and miniſtrations. Be 
willing to be inſtructed, and grant a candid hearing 
to evidence. Oh! that we could ſee you reformed 
from every evil practice, and come into the whole of 
an unblamable, holy, and chriſtian converſation. ' 
Let us have the enjoyment of our own conſciences : 
ler us not be hated, ' moleſted, or ſlighted for the 
profeſſion of our ſentiments or not profeſſions of 
another's. Be favourable to our deficiencies: for 
we can not all, nor the ſame perſons always, do as 
well as we would: and we are conſcious we ſome- 
times preach to our ſuperiors. In brief, let us ſee 
that your hearts are with us; that we ſtrive together 
for the faith of the goſpel and the promotion of true 
chriſtianity.— And, brethren, pray for us: We 
have need of grace, and ſo have you! And, 

5thly. That thought which I would wiſh to leave 
much upon your hearts and mine, is the vaſt. value 
and importance of our ſalvation. —Which will ne- 
ceſſarily infer the importance of true religion like- 


wiſe as conducing to it. Theſe principles heartily 


embraced and conſidered will have great effects. I 
mean not to lead you to any ſevere or unnatural mor- 
tiacations: to an extravagance of zeal or devotion : 

to 
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to forſake your lawful worldly callings, nor to give 
all your goods to feed the poor; though heaven at. 
this rate would be no bad purchaſe. But alas! how 
few make it their real object: how few apply to re- 
ligion as buſineſs, or ſeem to order their common 
and general walk with an eye to futurity. This ne- 
vertheleſs ſhould be your governing bent in life: 
this ſhould run into all your conduct. Then will 
you abhor every practice of intemperance, licenti- 
ouſneſs, and ſenſuality! then you will not think of 
_ amaſſing riches, or raiſing yourſelves in life by any 
unrighteous arts or ſinful compliances. The very | 
deſire of theſe things will be cautious and moderate; 
and you will behold the ſplendours of life not with 
admiration, but comparative indifference. Will you 
then be eaſily carried away with the evil manners of 
the age, your minds being diſſipated and great part of | 
your time conſumed in play and diverſions, life a mere | 
round of vanity, death unprepared for, and your 
hearts ſeldom or never at home ? Will you not be | 
more diſpoſed upon the view of things this ſubject 
hath given to attend the Lord's ſupper ; which too 
many, I fear, forbear chiefly becauſe too ſerious for 
them: will you not be ready according to your abi- | 
lity to give much alms and pray to God always ? Will | 
you not endeavour to communicate ſerious impreſ- 
ſions of religion to your children: rain them up in 
the way they ought to go, and ſeek to diſpoſe of them | 
in life in ſuch a manner as may be favourable to piet 
and virtue, as much as to their worldly proſpects ! 
And will you not chearfully fall in with, and ge- 
nerouſly contribute to, pious and uſeful purpoſes, 
and be ready to every good work? Yea, to borrow | 
another's words, conſcious of the dignity and im- 
** portance of this immortal principle, the ſoul, la- 
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ever temporal ſufferings are to be endured to that 
end: «<« looking,” for there all muſt be laced at 
laſt, for the mercies of our Lord Feſtus Chriſt,” the 
mercies of God given us in and by him, unte * 
5 nal i fe.” Amen. 


ws — 


% „„ 
Y « OS - >< 


=y * 
- EE + . 


nes 2 — — — 


c - 


. 


and T. Cadell, and J. Norton, B riftol. * 


** 


Denominations. The gd Edition, Price 4d. or 38. 6d. per Dozen. 


II. A Brief and Impartial Hiſtory of the Puritans, by the Author of 
0 the Addreſs, Price 4d. or gs. 6d. per Doren. 


ples, DoQrines, and Duties of Religion, natural and revealed. Price 6d. 


Ale lately publihed, 


IV. The Duties Chriſtians one to their "Inter, conbdered and; en- 
| forced in a Sermon preached in TAUNTON, May 11, 1779, at = 
Ordination of the Rev. Meſſrs. Coxrnisn, FINNEMORE, | 


dhe Rev. Mr. Tnonas TwininG. By Jos Hus TouIMIN, A. M. 
To which ate ſubjoined, An Introductory Diſcourſe, by J. MIL IS, 
1 Mr. TWIN II C's Confeflion of Faith, and a Charge by J. enen M's 
1 delivered on the latter Qetalion, 


i , A % © 13 $47 2+ 
95 75 . » r 18 
11 2 bh er aa 
„ 11 0c 20 
7 4 k 4 


\Lz, S N 


preſent gratifications are to be refigned, or What- 


Sold 24 J. Johnſon, No. 72, Si. Paul's Cherch-Yard, London 3 | 


„ 
. SERIO US and earneſt Addreſs to Proteſlant Diſſenters of all 


| |: III. An humble Attempt for the Inſtruttion of You, in the Princis 


1 Bay xnam;, and in Dowton, ' May 31, 1775, at the Ordination * 


